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audacity. It was an ill compliment to dedicate a
recently damned play to any person, gentle ot
simple, even if the play had been damned un-
justly, but Jonson, in inscribing Cataline in 1611
to William, Earl of Pembroke, got out of the
difficulty by maintaining that he was appealing
the case to a higher tribunal. There was subtle
flattery in the insinuation that Pembroke was
arbiter ekgantarium. "Posteritie", he was told,
"may pay your benefit the honor, & thanks:
when it shall know, that you dare, in these Jig-
given times, to countenance a legitimate poeme".
And the appeal was not in vain, for Restoration
playgoers reversed the popular verdict.
Although Cataline was the first play publicly
dedicated by Jonson to an individual, he had
already, some years previously, made one or two
private dedications. In 1601, he presented his
patroness, Lucy, Countess of Bedford, with a
finely bound copy of the quarto of The Fountains
of Self-Love, or Cynthia's Reve/s, with a dedication
to her in verse on a separately printed page in-
serted after the title-page.1 What is perhaps more
1 See B. H. Newdigate's letter in The Times "Literary
Supplement of November 28, 1936, p. 996, headed "Was
Lucy Bedford the Phoenix?". This copy is now in the
William Andres Clark Memorial Library, University of
California, Los Angeles,